
September 10. 2014

to: Public Lands Interim Committee

from: Liz A. Clark

Testimonj opposed to federal lands takeover bj the State of Idaho

The proposed plan for the State of Idaho to take over national public
land is bad for Idaho and the nation. Proponents refer to this proposal
as disposal of Public land” and to do so would in fact be disposal and
not, as thej would have us believe, a transfer of manaç3ed land.

The State of idaho is neither mana9ementall!j or financiallj prepared to
adequatelj mana9ethis land, or to plan and execute firefiehtine plans.
This will inevitabkj. and quicklj. mean that privatization will follow. These
lands should remain public, and thej will not be under new statejurisdiction.

In addition, the state can’t bejin to shoulder the burden of inevitable
litigation should the above scenario take place. There will be continuous
environmental lawsuits that the state cannot afford on anj level.

Further. Idaho is not prepared to manage timber on these lands, or
environmental use. oth of these hortcomins will hasten the privatization
that is the underl!jin9motivation for these projects.

The proposed action is an unconstitutional takeover of public lands;
lawsuits will be costlj to taxpajers.

Thank jou for jour consideration.

Elizabeth A. Clark
819 VUall Creek Road
Clearwater, Idaho 83552


